
The Figueroa Corridor Partnership is responsible for the daily management and promotion of the Figueroa/Flower/Vermont/Hoover Corridor, linking 
downtown Los Angeles to Exposition Park. The Partnership is committed to its development as a safe, clean, economically vibrant and aesthetically pleasing 
environment in which to conduct business, continue an education, visit a museum, attend a sporting event, worship, or reside.

INSIDE:

Figueroa Corridor Partnership
3982 S. Figueroa St., Suite 207
Los Angeles, CA  90037
Tel: 213.746.9577
Fax: 213.746.7876
info@figueroacorridor.org
www.figueroacorridor.org
Service Hotline: 213.746.3444
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LOS ANGELES REINVENTS ITSELF AGAIN

People think they know three things 
about Angelenos and our aspirations. 
The first is that we want our own space 
and will embrace sprawl and long 
commutes to get it. The second flows 
from the first: that we worship the 
automobile and the sense of freedom it 
symbolizes. The third is that although 
we celebrate “diversity,” we are prone to 
conflict, particularly along racial and 
ethnic lines (think of the film Crash or 
the 1992 riots, which still loom large in 
the country’s collective memory).
Today, those three things are not 
merely wrong; they describe a city that 
is rapidly receding into the past. Los 
Angeles and its people have changed—
whether we’re talking about sprawl, 
cars, or conflict. Our aspirations for 
ourselves and our future have changed, 
too.

Today, the hottest neighborhoods in 
Los Angeles are not far-flung suburbs 
but enclaves close to the center—Echo 
Park, Silver Lake, Highland Park, and 
downtown itself—while the most 
tattered areas are older “inner-ring” 
suburbs that were the traditional step-
ping stones to the American Dream.

Today, this region is now spending 
$40 billion of its own money on mass 
transit, combining rail and bus rapid 
transit expansion with a new mobility 
plan that puts roads on a diet and cre-
ates more space for transit, pedestrians, 
and bicycles. And while our conflicts 
aren’t over, Los Angeles has become a 
paragon of multicultural organizing, 
with social movements successfully 
pushing for a higher minimum wage, 
more community policing, and a 
broader embrace of immigrants, espe-
cially undocumented immigrants.

It is understood that the city is having 
a comeback, but it is not well un-
derstood just how different the city 
already is. Los Angeles is not restoring 
itself or merely updating itself and 
its dreams of the future. The city is 
reinventing itself in ways that are lead-
ing its people to reimagine what the 
place could be. If our aspiration in the 
past was a bungalow with a lawn, our 
aspirations now are to have important 
public spaces, like the new Grand Park 
downtown, or shared places to play, 
like the newly rejuvenated Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Park on Western Avenue 
in South L.A. If in the past we wanted 
fast cars and the open road, we now 
aspire to be free from auto payments, 
insurance charges, and impenetrable 
traffic. Mobility is the real goal: My 
own kids use mass transit, ride sharing, 
and their own two feet in ways that 
make their days a lot easier, and I’m 
following their lead.

If Angelenos’ past aspiration was to 
live in separate, safe, and carefully 
defined communities, our aspiration is 
now to be in mixed and inclusive com-
munities. Los Angeles, a city famously 
without a center, now finds itself home 
to multiple centers with dense rental 
housing, walkable streets, and concerns 
about gentrification. Another highly 
significant change: the L.A. that once 
prided itself on defying nature—creat-
ing a port where none existed, import-
ing water to build in a desert, perching 
homes within easy reach of wild-
fires—has dramatically cut its intake of 
water and launched some of the most 
ambitious plans of any U.S. city to cope 
with climate change.

Our architecture reflects our changing 
aspirations. In the 1970s and 1980s, ar-

chitects built up downtown’s Figueroa 
corridor and Bunker Hill with big 
imposing buildings that direct you to 
their garages and away from the streets. 
Compare the Bonaventure, built in the 
mid-1970s, with the Ace Hotel, which 
opened in 2014: The former is almost 
impossible to reach on foot (unless you 
take an elevated walkway that con-
nects you with nearby shopping), and 
the latter almost literally grabs at the 
street. Or go to Pasadena, where the 
Plaza Pasadena mall opened in 1980 
with no windows onto the street, sur-
rounded by just a few other businesses. 
Today, on the same site, sits the Paseo 
Colorado, a development that literally 
cut up the mall to create pedestrian 
access to the revitalized older busi-
ness district it abuts.The reworking of 
downtown Pasadena reflects another 
reality: Reinvention now means recy-
cling. L.A. used to be about the shiny 
new thing. But today we try to remake 
spaces and infrastructure, rather than 
toss things away. We are recycling old 
buildings into lofts. We are resurrect-
ing old rail lines. We are choosing 
not to build more roads and instead 
repurposing the ones we have. And we 
are taking the L.A. River and making it 
a grander connecting link through our 
city and region.

Too many of us—particularly people 
who are from Los Angeles—are stuck 
in the old vision of who we are. Do 
you know the hardest people to get 
onto mass transit in Los Angeles? The 
people who grew up here. The easiest 
people to get on transit are the newest 
arrivals, who learn quickly that the 
growing Metro serves their needs (and 
leaves them more time to be on their 
smartphones).


